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We introduce impressive foreigners in Akita.
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Originally from: Bangladesh
Time in Japan: 19 years

Occupation: Lecturer in the Graduate School of Engineering and
Science Faculty of Engineering and Resource

Resource
Science, Akita University
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Name: Kabir Mahmudul (Male )
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H ow do you enjoy your life in Akita?

When | came to Japan eighteen years ago, | was at the young
age of 20 years old. | felt differences in culture, traditions,
weather and so on, but | was very excited at all the things to see.

| first lived in the area of Komaba Todaimae in Tokyo. | couldn’t
speak a word of Japanese, but along with my four friends in my
dormitory | would try to use a word that we learned in any given
day at least once during that day.

Since the means of communication were not as developed as
they are now, | communicated with my family by postal mail.

The people of Akita are simple and | felt comfortable making
friends. Since we have no snow in Bangladesh, | was looking
forward to seeing it. | have had no bad experiences dealing with
snow, because | figure that | can simply pick myself up again if |
slip and fall.

Regarding food, the taste and texture of wasabi (Japanese
horseradish) and yudedako (boiled octopus) was a mystery to
me. Also, | couldn’t stand the smell of soy sauce, but now
Japanese food is at the center of my diet.

| love onsen (hot springs) in Akita, such as Karamatsu Onsen
and Tamagawa Onsen. Onsen didn’t embarrass me, as | used to
take a bath with many people in my dormitory.

| do agriculture as a hobby. | grow most kinds of summer
vegetables. Vegetables you grow yourself taste very good. | love
reading books. At the university | teach electric drawing, an
introduction to electrical engineering, and bio-electromagnetism
engineering.

When thinking or talking to myself, | do it in Japanese.
Nowadays, spur of the moment comments even spill out of my
mouth in Japanese.
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What is the Immigration Bureau’s E-Notification System?
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It's an online notification system for registering a spouse or workplace
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How has it become more convenient?
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- Notifications can submitted without appearing at the Immigration Bureau

- The system is available free of service charge

+ The system is available 24 hours a day

+ The system can automatically check for omissions in your entry
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Those who with a Residence Card

(spouses of Japanese people, work-
ers in a company, etc, technical interns,
foreign students, permanent residents,
etc.) * Excluding temporary visitors for
sightseeing
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Those who are in workplaces or schools
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permitted to work or study

- When you have changed workplace
or a school

- When a workplace or a school no
longer exists

+ When up have left a workplace or a
school

+ When the name or address of a
workplace or a school has changed

Notifications regarding spouses in
the case of changes in the workplace
or school’s name or address

Those with a Residence Card who hold
the status of “family members”, “spouse
of Japanese national, etc.”, “spouse of
permanent resident, etc.”, etc

- After a divorce

« After your spouse has died
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+ When you have finished working
Notifications for foreign students

+ When you have been accepted and
have started to study

+ When you have finished study

+ The acceptance situation as of the first
day of May and November every year
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For more details, please inquire to the Immigration Bureau, Akita Branch TEL: 018-895-5221
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Introduction of the three trainees for the 2013 fiscal year
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Akita Prefecture accepts overseas technical trainees in order to have them learn various Japanese
skills as well as to develop mutual understandings with the local residents through communication.
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®What do you want to experience in Japan?

@Any selling points
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Hello Akita! We're looking forward to meeting you.
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Estela Harumi Ohmachi

Ezequiel Matias Pelozo

Wang Hui
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1. 1 would like to learn about Japanese tradi-
tional culture and society. I'm also very much
interested in people’s way of life.

2. Now I'm a researcher at a university. | used
to work in fields related to the fashion industry
and production and an interior design for
about 15 years. Now I'm learning about ar-
chitecture at a university in San Paolo

1. | would like to learn things related to my
hobbies, such as Japanese language, culture
and tradition.

I'd also like to know about Japanese lifestyle
as well as make lots of friends. | would like to
visit my wife’s relatives, as her ancestors were
from Japan

2. This is the first visit to Japan, so | am very
excited to be here. I'm proud of my family and
friends for sending me out. | will do my best to
repay their support. My roots are in Europe,
but | appreciate that | was given an opportuni-
ty to learn the Japanese language and Japa-
nese culture. | had studied about Japan, but |
thought it more important that | “experience
Japan” by actually staying in Japan. While
always appreciating this special opportunity, |
would like to have a very fulfilling training.
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1. | would like to master proper Japanese
manners. Since I'm interested in sports, |
would like to see the national sport of Sumo
wrestling. Moreover, I'd like to stay overnight
in the mysterious atmosphere of a forest. As
for traditional arts, | would like to learn tea
ceremony and the art of flower arrangement,
which have close relationships with Zen
(Buddhism).

2. | would like to cherish my six-month training
time and produce many good results from it. |
would also like to make use of what | learned
about the Japanese language and culture
after returning home. I'll do my best to accom-
plish these things.
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Advised by Kikuchi Keiko (nutritionist at Niji-no-Machi Co.)

Magic recipe
El=\

BEDLE

HE Y & zLs o<

< L Iz

iE 1 b\%‘zﬂikﬂ*é,aQ:é(i CLEITRIEE— TF' VoD

¥Quick advice on simple ways to cook delicious misoshiru (soybean paste soup)”

: : When adding miso (soybean paste) after the ingredients in your pot have come:
'to a boiled, put miso and a handful of dried bonito in a strainer and strain them
carefully in the pot for about a minute.
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1. The flavor of dried bonito starts to come out when boiled in a hot water of nearly 100 degrees for

about one minute. Be careful; if boiled furthermore, the dried bonito loses its scent and the miso with

lose its flavor.

2. After making the stock, the dried bonito is eatable. Make it crispy in a microwave and it becomes

furikake (dried seasoning powder for rice).

% Dried bonito contains animal proteins and miso contains plant proteins.
*Misoshiru with many ingredients is a convenient way to get a lot of vegetables

in one’s diet, which is healthy
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Quiz Where is the Radiant Person from in this issue?
Questionnaires 1. Where did you get this newsletter?

2. What page was the most interesting?
3. What kinds of information do you want to
have?

Lucky prize Five winners selected in a drawing out of all
respondents will receive a QUO card for ¥500.
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How to enter Send AlA a postcard with the answer to the quiz,
responses to the questionnaire, your address, name, and telephone
number on the reverse side of the postcard. You may also enter by
sending an e-mail to aia@aiahome.or.jp with the subject line “Quiz

Response.”

*k Your personal information will only be used for the prize drawing.
Deadline

Deadline Should be postmarked on or before Friday, December
20

Announcement of the winners AlA will call the winners.
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Do the quiz and questionnaire and receive a QUO card!!
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Public Interest Incorporated Foundation Akita International Association (AlA)
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i Atorion Building 1F 2-3-8 Nakadori, Akita City
Consultation [TEL]018-893-5499  [FAX]018-825-2566
H Ot| i ne (HPIhttp://www.aiahome.or.jp

[E-mail] sia@aiahome.or.jp
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Akita International Festival 2013 has successfully ended!
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Akita International Festival 2013 was held under the big roof
tson the basement floor of Atorion on Saturday, Sept. 28,
SEW0013. As many as 4,371 people attended the festival along
% hiwith 296 participants and support staff who introduced the
¥ jcultures of many of their respective countries. The “Quiz
h Rally” was held at each country’s booth and communication
gwas enjoyed with the visitors.

AVEL A B8O 125 E K5 T 5 B pL BB ALk o<&En

TR255F9A28H (£ R) TRA U TR - KEIR T ICHWT, THEEBE TR

= N

MUELY S5LWCLL HUL TA D Le HLY moZ< R
T4/N)V2013) ZRIELELTZ, Ki5EA3T14. BMEERYVT2964 T %l@jdt
L/;ijL Lo L SLLEL

ERNLEL T—RA TR VA4S — 1R KL, KiHELEDIZ2 =T — /a/’a“:x
LHELI,

ey m—

[l Performances &
B <o+—< 2

(=}

Suh- | Music and dances were performed on
g e stage. It was a big success as many
4 people stood to watch the show.
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' Food booths were stationed outside in
the Nakakoji square where people could
Y| taste dishes from around the world.
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across the prefecture gathered and performed
with confidence many wonderful speeches. Food booths 1" AN
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We are looking forward to having you next year, too" Fz. RKER %6 LTWhE N




This issue features an interview in English by students of Akita Noshiro Senior High School who visited AlA as interns.
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Radiant People-isx-

We will introduce an impressive foreigner in Akita.
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This edition focuses on Dina, who teaches English as an ALT in Noshiro City.
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Originally from : Minnesota USA
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Occupation : ALT (Assistant Language Teacher) I;lal;r!e :Dina  Blumenfeld (F) o
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What is your purpose of visiting Japan? Why did you think to be an ALT?
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—> Because | had interests in Japan since | was small. | studied Japanese language at university. At that time | joined a
program for English education and Japanese language lessons in Morioka. Finishing the program, | decided to become
an ALT after graduation.
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What do you think has been good about becoming an ALT?
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—> | think | can learn about Japan from children. Also, | think | can
teach them how much it could be interesting by learning about Amer-
ica and English.
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What is your final goal for your job?
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- | would like children to think English is interesting. And through English, | would like them to cultivate interests in
another culture. | would like to teach them how much English is convenient for communicating with many people.
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sunesssn  1hank you, Dina I
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