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This issue features an interview by students of Akita Noshiro Senior High School who visited AlA as

interns.
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We will introduce an impressive foreigner in Akita.
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This edition focuses on Anya Mikhaylova, who teaches Russian in
Noshiro Shoyo High School.
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Name: Anya Mlkhaylova (F)
Originally from Russia z sz U st
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When did you meet Japanese culture and its language for the first
time?
| was born in Vladivostok, a city in the eastern area, and grew up in Moscow. My father bought us

Japanese food as a souvenir, and | thought it was great. When | was 16, | traveled to Japan and became
more interested in this country. | studied Japanese literature in college. | love to study about the

Japanese language, and | still enjoy finding the origins of words used in everyday life.
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What do you think is difficult when you speak Japanese?

The same words have different accents, which change the
meanings. Moreover, there are many kinds of words which show
politeness and respect. It’s difficult to use the proper words
according to the situation.
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How is your life here in a different culture?

| find something new every day. For example, | was surprised at
aizuchi, the response words Japanese people use when they talk.
In Russia, we don’t have such customs. On the contrary, we often
| shake hands in Russia but have few opportunities to do so in Japan.
| think it's important to accept the customs and change our thinking
to live in a different culture.
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Please give us a final comment.

When | first came to Japan at the age of 16, | was not afraid but
found it really interesting to meet the new world. | hope you will
also try to learn about other cultures when you are young. I'm
sure you will have a lot of discoveries and encounters.
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Thank you, Anyal!
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