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Tips for safe driving
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Japanese traffic laws

»When in a car, you must have your seat belt fastened,
and when on a bike, you must be wearing a helmet.

> Children 6 and under must use a child seat when in a
car.

»Operating a vehicle after consuming any amount of
alcohol and using a cellphone while driving is strictly
prohibited.

»If you have a car or motorcycle, you must have it
inspected and registered for insurance every 1-3 years.

» Do you know what the following road signs mean?

@ Stop @®No entry @ Closed to all vehicles

@ Pedestrian crossing

»You can buy explanations of Japan’s traffic laws in
multiple languages from the Japan Auto Federation
(JAF). (Available in English, Chinese, Portuguese, and
Spanish)

Purchasing additional insurance

» In preparation for accidents, those with cars and
motorcycles can also purchase additional insurance.
Having the legally required auto insurance is usually
unable to cover most of any damages or disasters.

If you are in an accident
1. Call the police (dial 110).
2. If anyone is injured, call an ambulance (dial 119).

3. Exchange yours and the other party’'s license
information, address, phone number, and license plate
number at the same time.

4. Call your insurance company.

5. Take pictures of the incident site and the condition of
the car.

6. When the police arrive, explain the incident in detail.
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Below is some information regarding driving in"
- Japan for foreign residents and travelers.
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>»Everyone needs a license to drive or use
a motorcycle in Japan.

»You must have your license with you
when you drive.
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Driver's License from a
country other than Japan
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Can obtain a Japanese license
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Apply to obtain a Japanese\ Requires that you pass both a written test
If you don’t have a license license and road test
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International Driver’s Permit
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»If you have converted your license to an international > JE L I S A E B gh%nﬁl—ubtﬂuixx—cazigkﬁj—cg

permit, you may continue to use it as is.

This privilege is limited only to countries under the

Geneva Convention.

»For a list of countries under the Geneva Convention,
please check the Police Department’s site below.
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Driver’s License from a country other than Japan
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»If you have a license from Switzerland, Slovenia,
Germany, France, Belgium, Monaco, or Taiwan, you
may use your license as is, as long as you have an
official translation attached to it from your consul or
embassy.

>»How to convert to a Japanese license

[Where to apply] Vehicle Licensing Center

[Procedure] After you are interviewed for your
application, you will have to pass a driver's knowledge
and aptitude test before you will be issued a license.

[Requirements] Residency of at least 3 months in the
country you obtained your license since obtaining it.

A currently valid driver’s license.
An application filled out by the applicant.

[Necessary items for applying]
1. Application form

2. Photo for application (3.0 x 2.4cm)

3. A Residence Certificate with either your permanent
address or nationality

4. 1D (health insurance card, My Number card, residence
card, etc.)

5. Foreign driver’s license

6. An official translation of the license from a consul or
embassy

7. Passport (to check your residency after obtaining your
license)

8. Processing fees (approximately 5,150 yen)

X Please contact the Licensing Center before you bring in
your application.

X Please bring an interpreter with you if you do not speak
Japanese.
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The length of validity for an international =<z >ATa®AZsLL

permit or foreign license is either until
the expiration date of the license or one
year after arrival in Japan, whichever is
shorter.
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(If you leave the country for a long period of
time, but return to Japan within a 3-month peri-
od, your international permit will still be valid, but
only until the day 1 year after your initial arrival
in Japan. )
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»In order to get a license for operating vehicles, you >§§j]$0) Eﬁr\ﬁaﬁéﬁﬂét&b(\_(i HH
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must attend a driving school to learn the rules of the road
and how to operate a car. Once you complete the school,
you may then take the licensing test at a testing center,
where you will receive your license if you pass.
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>Most driving schools cost approximately 350,000 yen to > ¥ & P B BN EZHRITE D72 DHE F(4350, OOOPK‘DL ‘T
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Level 1 Knowledge

Attend a driving school Aptitude test

Learner’s permit

Course Knowledge Exam
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